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Lady Gaga takes the spotlight >more on News
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Dress Sale to benefit Branches Domestic Violence Shelter
By CAITLIN KINDER-MUNDAY

THE PARTHENON
The Branches Domestic Violence
Shelter will partner with True Blue
Salon, Sunday, for the fourth semi-annual “Dress for Domestic Peace Sale,”
and will offer prom and formal dresses
at a fraction of the retail price.
Branches is a non-profit agency
working to empower the increasing numbers of families and
individuals affected by domestic violence in the area. Branches works to
offer legal assistance, counseling and

case management in conjunction with
safe housing in order to help clients
become more independent.
The sale will take place from 1 p.m.
to 4 p.m. at True Blue Salon, which is
located at 3677 Route 60 East in Barboursville, W.Va.
Amanda Weiss-McComas, development and shelter coordinator at
Branches, said the salon will be set up
as a dress store.
“We’ve borrowed some dress racks
from a store downtown,” Weiss-McComas said. “And we will have dressing

rooms set-up for the girls to try on
dresses.”
All proceeds from the sale will go directly to the Branches shelter — more
specifically the Safe Dates Program.
The Safe Dates Program exists to
offer comprehensive violence prevention programs in Cabell, Wayne,
Putnam, Mason and Lincoln Counties. Weiss-McComas said Safe Dates
spreads truth about dating violence
and preventive measures.
“The program is offered to schools
across the area, from middle schools

up to colleges,” Weiss-McComas said.
“The funding will help to purchase
materials and such for that program.”
Through an interactive curriculum,
students learn valuable information
about teen dating violence, peer violence, bullying and domestic violence.
Specialists help teach about warning
signs, explore what a healthy relationship looks like and teach intervention
skills for a teen dating violence situation.
Branches is sponsoring the sale to
raise money and make a difference in
the lives of local high school students.

Branches’ goal is to resell the new
and used formal wear to high school or
college students who are looking for a
bargain or who may otherwise not be
able to afford to attend a prom or formal.
“We have approximately 400
dresses for sale — about 100 to 150 of
those are brand new — still with the
tags on them,” Weiss-McComas said.
“We have more brand new dresses
than ever before.”
Caitlin Kinder-Munday can be
contacted at kindermunday@marshall.edu.

AMA teams up-with Cabell-Huntington
Coalition for the Homeless
By MARLA NOWLIN

THE PARTHENON
The American Marketing
Association at Marshall University has teamed up with the
Cabell-Huntington
Coalition
for the Homeless to raise donations and funds in hopes to
raise $5,000 and as many clothing items, toiletry and personal
products to benefit Harmony
House.
Professor Elizabeth Alexander, advisor for the AMA, said
donation bins were placed in
Corbly Hall, Smith Hall, the
Memorial Student Center and
the John Deaver Drinko Library. The bins will remain in
these locations through the
end of March, and individuals
can donate any items that the
homeless may need.
Opportunity tickets are also
being sold for a chance to win a
handmade quilt. The tickets can
be purchased from any AMA
member for a $5 donation.
Alexander said this is the first
time the AMA has collaborated
with the Cabell-Huntington Coalition for the Homeless.
Breanne
Akers,
director of development for
Cabell-Huntington Coalition for
the Homeless said the marketing association has been a large
help with the event.
“The marketing group has
met and come up with the tickets and a strategy to sell them
and they are also collecting
winter clothing for us, gloves,

hats and hygiene products —
things that the homeless would
need,” Akers said.
Last year, Harmony House
served a total of 751 men,
women and children. Akers
said they mainly house adults
but children’s clothing is also
needed.
All clothing and donations
go directly to Harmony House.
Clothing, toiletries, hygiene and
personal products are distributed to those in need. Monetary
donations go toward health
services, counseling and transportation services among other
services the house offers.
“We want to be known as a
one-stop shop where people
that are homeless can come
and access a variety of services
without having to try to get all
over Huntington,” Akers said.
Harmony House offers an array of services for the homeless
and Akers said their goal is to
help pay for these services by
raising $5,000 through opportunity ticket donations.
“It’s such a beautiful quilt,”
Akers said. “I’m hoping that
people will obviously buy more
than one ticket and really get
on board with us.”
The community is also getting involved. Akers said
several local churches would
also be raising donations for
Harmony House.
Marla Nowlin can be
reached at nowlin7@marshall.edu
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Young men gather for the I E.M.B.O.D.I Male Leadership Conference in the Memorial Student Center on Thursday. The event was sponsored by
the office of multicultural affairs.

I E.M.B.O.D.I. conference teaches leadership
By JESSICA RAMEY

THE PARTHENON
Local young men came together on campus for the I Empowering Males to Build
Opportunities for Developing Independence leadership conference, Thursday.
The conference brought boys from different schools together to interact with
members of the community.
Mary Clark, program director for the
office of multicultural affairs, said the
national initiative for the alumnae chapter is the same concepts as I E.M.B.O.D.I.,
so she looked for a way to bring these
two entities together to help boys of the
community.
“A lot of times, boys, even if they are nurtured, are not nurtured in a way to teach
them to be leaders,” Clark said.
The focus of the conference was on
topics that can help young men feel empowered, take control of their lives and
overcome diversity.

“Life is all about choices and we want
to give them the tools, skills and knowledge they need to choose the right paths,”
Wendy Thomas, vice president of the local Delta Sigma Theta alumnae chapter,
said.
The conference included three different
sessions that each age group went to and
a keynote speaker that presented at lunch.
William Smith, the keynote speaker, focused his presentation on the challenges
that kids face today.
During the lunch, two men from the
community sat with the young men at
each table to talk with them.
“We want them to know they are not
alone in overcoming diversity, so we
brought in these powerful men from the
community who have done so themselves,”
Thomas said.
The discussion and the sessions included topics such as money management,
self-esteem and relationships.

Clark said she thinks it is important to
get them thinking about these topics today.
“We want to get them thinking and plant
seeds for them to remember later on. They
may not get as much from it today, but
they will remember the things they learn
here later on in life,” Clark said.
The program has a specific reason for focusing on the topics they cover. Clark said
statistics show that young men, especially
diverse ones, do not end up well off too often.
Clark wants families to know that they
are not alone in shaping their children and
she sees a need to help there.
“We reflect on the saying that it takes
a village to raise a child and while it is a
parent’s responsibility, they should not
feel alone in doing so, and we want to help
them out,” Clark said.
The I E.M.B.O.D.I. conference also included prize giveaways throughout the day.
Jessica Ramey can be contacted at ramey95@marshall.edu.

Secrets, Secrets

Marshall takes page from popular blog for latest student activity
By JESSICA RAMEY

PHOTO COURTESY OF POSTSECRET

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University students
stopped by the PostSecret
table at the Memorial Student
Center, Thursday, to enter their
secrets into the box.
Each secret was confidential,
and handfuls were periodically
taken out and posted on a board
for everyone to read as they
walked by.
“This activity is a way to
promote student involvement and get anyone on
campus to participate,” Andrea
Cline, a 20-year-old exercise

physiology major, said.
She said the PostSecret activity is one that has been done
on campus before and they
wanted to bring it back.
The popular PostSecret trademark inspired this event and was
hosted by the Campus Activities
Board.
Frank Warren started
PostSecret as a way for
people to mail in postcards
with their honest secrets
that they have never told
anyone, and to be able
to communicate it. It has
grown into a website where

INSIDE: NEWS, 2 | SPORTS, 3 | OPINION, 4 | LIFE!, 6 HIGH 47°

new postcards are posted
every week, along with
several books. The sharing of all the postcards has
also been a way for people
to find anonymous advice
from others’ cards.
Makenzee Ruley, a 20-yearold criminal justice and biology
major, said she sees the activity
the same way.
“Opening up is not something that is seen as socially
acceptable,” Ruley, a member
of the CAB who helped with the
project, said. “This exercise is a
way for them to have an outlet

LOW 28°

without feeling insecure about
their secrets.”
The secrets were open to be
anything that students wanted
to express.
“No matter if the secrets are
funny, serious or whatever, this
is a way to make it okay to say
them,” Ruley said.
The notecards containing
the secrets could be decorated
any way that the participants
wanted to, making each one
even more personal.
Jessica Ramey can be
contacted at ramey95@marshall.edu.
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POLICE BLOTTER
By JOSIE LANDGRAVE
THE PARTHENON

The following summaries were compiled from this week’s
Marshall University police reports.

PETIT LARCENY: MYERS HALL
Feb. 22 at 11:30 a.m., a female victim reported her iPod,
makeup case, and textbook stolen. The victim said it was either taken from her car or from her bag in Myers Hall.
PETIT LARCENY: HARRIS HALL
Feb. 28 at 1:00 p.m., a male victim reported theft of his
bicycle outside Harris Hall. The victim said he parked his
bike outside, Feb. 27. When he returned Feb. 28, the bicycle
was gone. The bike was valued at $500 value. Police have no
suspects.
Josie Landgrave can be contacted at landgrave2@
marshall.edu.

Muslim Association of Huntingon
offers localized fellowship
By KURT ANDRE

PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

Aubree Ryann, Miss West Virginia Pride 2012, performs a Lady Gaga dance routine during the performance of “Body Shots VII: Lady Gaga’s Secret”
at the Francis-Booth Experimental Theater in the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center, Thursday.

Lady gaga’s secret

takes the spotlight
By JOSEPHINE E. MENDEZ

THE PARTHENON
The Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center sponsored
the seventh annual Body Shots
event. This year, the speakers
and performers focused on
Lady Gaga and her big secret.
Greta Rensenbrink, an associate professor of American
history and the director of the
Women’s Studies Program,
is one of the founders and
producers of the event. She
said the idea came about as a
way for faculty and students
to work together to create
something.
“Body Shots is an examination of gender, sexuality and
the body,” Greta said. “It blurs

the lines between theatrical
performance and education.”
The performance began with
a presentation from Shawn
Schulenberg, which he titled
“Going Gaga.” In it, he discussed
Lady Gaga’s big secret: whether
or not she has a penis.
“This question is like a zombie.” Schulenberg said. “It never
dies.”
Schulenberg also discussed
Lady Gaga’s theatrical side.
He said even though many
may see her as a recreation of
Madonna, she is something
entirely new and that people
describe her based on their
own experiences.
Suzanne Strait, professor of
biological sciences, and Marcus

Fioravante, a junior history major, also gave presentations on
Lady Gaga and her infamous
penis.
Strait focused more on the anatomy of female and male sex organs
and the ways in which they are
similar and different. Fioravante
concentrated on the difficulties
of being transgender in today’s
society.
“When I found out what the topic
for Body Shots was this year, I immediately knew that I could say a
lot concerning that topic,” Fioravante said. “I wanted to be a normal
face for transgenders by saying
‘I’m here, I’m trans and I don’t care
about Lady Gaga or her penis.’”
Body Shots also featured a
performance by Miss WV Pride

2012, the Starlet Aubree Ryann,
as well as a short dance choreographed by Robin Conley,
assistant professor of anthropology and a member of the
Women’s Studies board.
“I saw Body Shots for the first
time last year and I thought
that a dance would really add
to it,” Conley said. “Being a professor, a performance like this
is very rare and I love the fact
that I can integrate both of my
talents into one event.”
Rensenbrink said she hopes
people leave with the idea that
intellectual work can be educational as well as fun.
Josephine Mendez can be
contacted at mendez9@marshall.edu.

Reggi added how helpful Marshall’s administration has been
in aiding the establishment of
Marshall IJM.
Marshall IJM first made plans
for a STAND event when the
campus chapter was founded.
The STAND campaign began
when a few college students from
IJM campus chapters across the
nation stood to educate about
slavery, but has grown into a national anti-slavery initiative as
part of the “End It” movement.
The goal of each STAND event
is to raise $2,700 and get 1,000
signatures placed on a letter to
President Barack Obama. The
letter will focus on the request
for stricter legislation regarding
human trafficking in the United
States and the creation of a
budget dedicated to combating
slavery.
During STAND, individuals will
stand for 27 hours to represent an
estimated 27 million individuals
held captive in the world today.
“You literally just stand to raise
awareness for the 27 million
slaves in the world that can’t
stand for themselves,” Reggi said.
“We’re basically going to give a
voice to the voiceless and just let

it be known around campus and
our community that there are
still slaves in the United States
when we’re supposed to be a
free nation.”
To ensure that participants
receive nourishment, volunteers
have made or donated beverages and snacks that will be
provided throughout the day.
Over the past few weeks, Marshall IJM members have asked
individuals across Marshall’s
campus to commit to stand
at least one hour in honor of
those in slavery. Many individuals have already committed to
standing for the full 27 hours.
“We’ve had a lot of support from
campus organizations, from fraternities and sororities all the
way down to the ministries on
campus just backing us in this,”
Reggi said. “Even some people
in the community have donated
money and time to help us out,
which we really appreciate.“
There will be many activities
and displays during the event
that Marshall IJM has planned in
addition to participants standing
for the cause.
Reggi said first and foremost the donation tables and

petition table will be the most
important thing participants
are asked to do. There will be a
place for people to make their
own freedom signs as well.
“There is also going to be what
we’re calling a prayer wall, and
that’s where you can give a voice
to the voiceless,” Reggi said.
“Simply write a prayer or a comment and post it on the wall. At
the end of STAND, we will take a
picture and send that to the IJM
headquarters.”
There will also be entertainment
throughout
the
evening, involving solo instrumentalists and bands playing
a variety of musical genres.
Reggi said there is a need for
campus and community involvement, mentioning that
even though the event is Christ
driven, they are not forcing that idea upon anyone.
“Slavery isn’t a God thing; it’s a
humanitarian thing,” Reggi said.
“Whether you believe in Christ
or not, as long as you’re on our
side to stand against slavery,
that’s all that matters here.”
Caitlin Kinder-Munday can
be contacted at kindermunday@marshall.edu.

THE PARTHENON
In a culture of religious tolerance and diversity, Islam is a
faith that continues to flourish
across America.
The Muslim Association of
Huntington is a local mosque
that offers refuge and spiritual
growth to Muslims.
Aron Sadek, a Marshall junior and member of the MAH,
talked about the Islamic term
Da’wah, which means invitation and is symbolic of the
Muslim initiative to bring nonMuslims to their faith.
“As a Muslim, it is our responsibility to spread the Islamic
word to those who have not
heard it,” Sadek said. “I have
many open minded friends
who have been open enough
to sit down with me and listen
to some reading from the Holy
Quran. I hope to have some
come to the MAH community
dinner with me this Saturday.”
The
traditional
dinner,
which takes place after Saturday’s Maghrib prayer, aims to
strengthen spiritual relations
between existing members
who discuss various topics of
Islam and offer insight on Islam
to newcomers and what the
Muslim faith can offer them.

“Daily, there are five prayers
that we pray,” Sadek said. “I begin with Fajr, the dawn prayer,
and end the day with Isha, the
night prayer. The afternoon
prayers are Dhuhr and Asr, and
the MAH’s weekly dinner takes
place after the evening prayer,
Maghrib.”
Sadek said submission to
Allah is an important part of
praying.
“Anyone interested in
Islam can learn how to perform each prayer from their
Muslim brothers and sisters,” Sadek said. “We are
always happy to answer any
questions about our faith
and the teachings of the
Holy Quran.”
Sadek said those interested in the Muslim faith
should use the MAH’s
website, as well as Marshall’s own Muslim Student
Association.
“For students, the MSA is
right here on campus, so getting
in touch with members is easy
and can help you learn more
about Islam,” Sadek said. “There
are many resources available
almost anywhere you look.”
Kurt Andre can be contacted at andre5@marshall.
edu.

Marshall IJM prepares to ‘STAND for Freedom’

Next set of Honors dean
candidates to visit Marshall

By CAITLIN KINDER-MUNDAY

By JESSICA PATTERSON

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University International Justice Mission will
sponsor a 27-hour STAND for
Freedom event on the Memorial
Student Center Plaza. The stand
will start Friday at 7 a.m. and
will last until 10 a.m. Saturday.
IJM is an international human
rights organization that works
to bring justice to individuals
affected by modern day slavery,
sexual exploitation and other
forms of oppression. IJM also
teams up with local law enforcement agencies to break into
affected areas and prosecute
traffickers who maintain the captivity of individuals.
The Marshall IJM chapter
formed in mid-January. Schuylar
Reggi, a senior advertising major
and the chapter president, said
it was easy to set the chapter up
with the resources offered.
“IJM has it all set up for you on
their website. All you have to do
is get a campus chapter tool kit,”
Reggi said. “It has all the rules
and regulations on how to run
your chapter, as well as get donations for them and get them
yourself.”

page designed and edited by BISHOP NASH | nash24@marshall.edu

THE PARTHENON
The second round of candidates for the Marshall University
Honors College deanship will
visit campus next week.
Mitzi Cyrus, office administrator of the Honors College,
said from all the applicants,
the top four candidates have
been invited to campus to give
presentations to students and
faculty.
Ronald Bieniek, professor of
Physics at the University of Missouri, will present his ideas for
the Honors College, Monday.
He will have a meeting with the
Marshall community at 11:00
a.m. in the Student Resource
Center in the Memorial Student Center and will meet with
Honors students at 3:30 p.m. in
Room 230 in Old Main.

Peter Corrigan, associate professor of Classics at Kalamazoo
College, will give his presentations Thursday. He will speak
to the Marshall community at
11:00 a.m. in the Student Resource Center in the Memorial
Student Center and will talk to
the Honors students at 3:30
p.m. in Room 230 in Old Main.
Cyrus said she encourages students to meet the
candidates because it gives
them an opportunity to ask
questions.
“You can voice your opinion; you can be part of the
decision,” Cyrus said.
The other candidates, Kenneth Cook and Dennis Hart,
visited campus in February.
Jessica Patterson can be
contacted at patterson73@
marshall.edu.
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EAST DIVISION

MEN’S BASKETBALL STANDINGS

C-USA

W
MEMPHIS
15
SOUTHERN MISS 11
UCF
8
EAST CAROLINA 7
UAB
7
MARSHALL
6

Overall
L
0
4
6
7
7
9

W
26
22
19
16
15
13

			
L
4
8
10
11
14
17

WEST DIVISION

C-USA

UTEP
TULSA
TULANE
HOUSTON
SMU
RICE

W
9
7
6
5
4
1

Overall
L
6
7
8
9
10
13

W
16
15
18
16
14
5

			

3

L
13
13
11
11
14
23
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Herd sails to ECU to face Pirates Saturday
By KYLE GIBSON

THE PARTHENON
The Thundering Herd men’s
basketball team will wrap up
its regular season Saturday in
North Carolina when they face
the East Carolina Pirates.
The Herd improved to 13-17
overall and 6-9 in Conference
USA play with its 88-84 win
against Southern Miss, Tuesday,
which was as action packed as
a Bruce Willis feature film. The
Pirates stand at 17-11 overall
and 8-7 in C-USA.
Marshall has not won consecutive games since a three
game streak, November 24
through December 1. The last
winning stretch was played
against non-conference teams
Nevada, Morehead State and
UNC Wilmington.
ECU has had success at
home this season, posting a
12-4 record in Greenville, N.C.
Marshall is 1-10 on the road
this season, with the lone win
coming recently against rival
UCF.
Head Coach Tom Herrion
said he knows Saturday’s
environment will be very challenging for his squad.
“We’re going to walk into a
hornet’s nest,” Herrion said. “It
will be senior day down there,
and they’ll have a great crowd,
so we can expect a great atmosphere. They’re playing really

well and have some veteran
guys.”
The Herd outscored Southern Miss 37-7 in bench points
Tuesday. Herrion said the
Herd’s bench play has grown
with the season.
“Our younger guys have really developed as the season’s
unfolded,” Herrion said. “Some
of the guys came in and gave
us great minutes. Tamron Manning and Yous Mbao were really
good. D.D. Scarver came off the
bench under different circumstances and had a really good
game.”
Center Yous Mbao said the
recent win helped the team in
terms of confidence.
“Every win helps us because
we are going on a long stretch
where we have one game left
this season, then the conference tournament,” Mbao said.
“Hopefully, the win will help us
moving forward.”
Marshall and ECU last met
Jan. 19 in Huntington in a
game that Marshall won 7756. Despite the win in the first
contest, Herrion said ECU has
grown better since the previous meeting.
“We’re going to get a better
shot from them,” Herrion said.
“It was so much earlier in the
season when they came here
and played. They are such an explosive ball-club and dangerous

when they are making threes.
Akeem Richmond is playing out
of his mind and Maurice Kemp
is having a player of the year
type of season.”
Guard Tamron Manning said
he got a big confidence boost
from his career high 12 points
against Southern Miss, and also
said he expects a tough outing
at ECU.
“I expect them to come out
hot because they’re a good
team,” Manning said. “It was
a tough win we got here and
I know it is going to be even
harder on the road. We need to
come out with the same confidence and focus we had for
Southern Miss.”
Elijah Pittman leads the
Herd in scoring with 16.1
points per contest. Pittman’s
point totals have dramatically
improved in C-USA play, as he
averages 17.7 points in conference games.
Maurice Kemp leads ECU in
scoring with 18.4 points per
game, and Miguel Paul and
Akeem Richmond also score in
double figures.
Saturday’s game will be the
final game in each team’s regular season.
Tip-off is slated for 5 p.m.
Saturday at Williams Arena.
Kyle Gibson can be contacted
at
gibson210@
marshall.edu.

PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

Junior forward Elijah Pittman salutes the crowd after a three-point shot against So. Miss Tuesday in the
Cam Henderson Center. Pittman led the Herd with 22 points, including four three-point shots.
TOP LEFT: Junior guard DeAndre Kane throws down a dunk against So. Miss. Kane had nine points.

Women’s rugby club Timko, Marshall Tennis look to keep
begins spring season hot streak alive against Virginia Tech
By COURTNEY SEALEY

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
rugby club will start its spring
season this weekend by traveling to Savannah, Ga.
The team participates in
tournaments during the spring
season, playing in tournaments
at universities like Kentucky,
Virginia Tech, Florida State and
Wisconsin. They will also play a
game against alumni at the end
of the season.
Senior Shea Wolford said she
was excited to start the season.
“I have mixed emotions because this is my last semester
playing rugby for Marshall,”
Wolford said. “But I am excited
for the season to begin.”
Junior Savannah Keller said
she was just excited for tournaments to start.
“Tournaments are the most
fun events of the year,” Keller
said. “I hope we do well in tournaments and just have a fun
season. Our spring season is for
growing as a team and having a
blast, so that’s what we plan on
doing.”
The team has been practicing
for the spring season by focusing on the basics to lead them
to victory. Wolford said she
hopes the team can remain unified and remember the basics
they have been taught.
“You can have all the fancy
plays you want,” Wolford said.
“But if you do not do the basics correctly, you will fail.
We’ve been going over pods
off of a ruck to power our
way through the other team’s
defense.
Club Coach Kaitlin Bedekovich has been teaching strategies
she hopes the team will utilize.
The Savannah Shamrocks

Rugby Club is hosting the
St. Patrick’s Day rugby tournament. The tournament
welcomes over 75 teams from
all over the country every
year, and is one of the biggest
tournaments in the United
States.
Keller said she has hopes for
the team this weekend.
“I hope we get out there and
play well. I think we have an
awesome assortment of girls
this season and this is our first
chance to see how it all will
come together,” Keller said.
“I would like to see myself
slow down and concentrate,
and over all improve over the
season.”
Keller said she hopes to learn
good strategies from the other
teams this weekend so the
team can use them in their next
games.
“Hopefully some of them will
be playing in our next tournament,” Keller said. “That way
we can work out strategies to
play their weaknesses.”
Last year, the team came in
second place in the Savannah
tournament, only losing to one
team. The team hopes to see
the same thing this year.
The team will leave Friday
and travel over eight hours.
They have rented a passenger van and will also take an
extra car. They will stay in a
hotel Friday and Saturday, and
travel back to Marshall, Sunday. The girls will pay for all the
expenses.
The Savannah Shamrocks
give a portion of the money
made at the tournament to
charities each year.
Courtney Sealey can be
contacted at sealey3@marshall.edu.
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Junior Karli Timko competes against UNC-Greensboro.

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University tennis is
back on track after a rough February, with the teams last pair
of victories coming over UNC
Greensboro and Old Dominion
last weekend by scores of 5-2
and 4-3, respectively.
“We’ve been competing better as a team,” Head Coach John
Mercer, said. “That’s something
we weren’t doing earlier this
year.”
One key to the Herd’s recent
success has been the solid play
of the team’s six seed junior
Karli Timko, who has won her
last five matches, including two
match-clinching points, most
recently against Old Dominion.
“We had so many fans and
it was a great environment,”
Timko said. “Just to hit that last
shot and win, I will never forget
that moment.”
Playing as the sixth singles
player, Timko has to wait until
the other seeds play at the fivecourt Huntington Tennis Club.
“A lot of the time when I go
out there, the girls are in their

261427
QUANTUM SPORTS
ADULT SOCCER
4 x 5.0

second or third set, so I come
out shouting and jumping
around and sometimes I see
a second wind out of them,”
Timko said. “I take pride in
bringing that out of them.”
Though her role comes with
a lot of pressure, Timko does
not shirk from the challenge.
“Everyone always says ‘don’t
put that pressure on yourself,’
but I don’t know why everyone talks about pressure like
it’s a bad thing,” Timko said.
“Pressure’s good, it’s what gets
you going and gets the butterflies flying and the adrenaline
running.”
The Herd has played its last
eight matches in Huntington,
compiling a 4-4 record including losses to Kentucky and
Purdue, which are both ranked
in the top 50 nationally. The
Herd has a chance to move into
the ITA rankings, which ranks
from one to 75.
This Saturday, the team will
play its first road match in
over a month when it travels
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Editorial

Rand Paul, Constitutional loyalist or self-serving politician?
Filibusters are something
of legend in the United States
Senate, and while the 13-hour
filibuster on Wednesday failed
to be dramatic like films have
portrayed them to be, Sen.
Rand Paul’s stalling of the confirmation of John Brennan as
CIA director lit up social media
and sparked debate over the
controversial drone program.
Paul, who is known for his
involvement with the Tea Party
movement, voiced his concerns
about the drone program, which
he believes violates the Constitutional rights of American citizens.

Paul is under the impression that
the U.S. government believes it
has the authority to carry out
drone attacks on U.S. soil. That
sounds absurd, but his concern is
valid after Attorney General Eric
Holder said he could see a scenario where a drone strike could
be ordered against Americans in
the U.S.
Paul’s main concern is that
the drone program is a form
of executive ordered execution
that violates the right to fair
trial. President Barack Obama
has come under fire for his assumed affinity for using drone

attacks in Pakistan, but does
Paul sincerely believe Obama
will bring the “drone war” to
America?
While the Tea Party movement
can be overly dramatic, Paul’s
stalwart stance on protecting
Constitutional rights has to be
commended. But was Paul’s filibuster truly a display of loyalty to
Americans and the Constitution?
Paul, the junior senator from
Kentucky, is known as the son
of Rep. Ron Paul, the godfather
of the Tea Party movement.
Paul is considered a legitimate
presidential candidate and has

been quietly making a name for
himself in the Senate, and he is
now in the open after Wednesday. Americans are looking at
his libertarian platform more
closely now, and that could
benefit Paul moving forward.
Is it possible that Paul’s filibuster was a calculated move
to gain momentum for a potential presidential run in 2016? It
is entirely possible, but considering Paul’s record, it is more
likely that the American people
have a white knight in Washington who is working to preserve
their Constitutional rights.

Column

On International Women’s Day, let
us pledge to end female poverty
By CANDACE C. COFFMAN

(MCT)
March 8 marks International
Women’s Day, and activists
have celebrated it for 100 years
now. Through the decades,
women have campaigned not
only for equal access to the
political realm but also better
pay and shorter work hours.
This year’s theme, set by the
United Nations, is “The Gender
Agenda: Gaining Momentum.”
Here at home, to gain momentum, women need to gain
economic power.
Today, the United States
has the highest poverty rates
among high-income countries.
According to census figures,
46.2 million people were living
in poverty in the United States in
2010, with adult women almost
30 percent more likely to be
poor than adult men. Families
in poverty are even more dependent on women’s work both
inside and outside the home, resulting in longer days and more
intense work for women.
While poverty has largely
been absent from political discourse, most often when it is
discussed the focus is on preventing the middle class from
falling on harder times or on
urban poverty. Though both are
important and neglected issues,
what is even less discussed is
the reality of the disproportionate effect of poverty on women
and, in particular, rural women.
The highest concentrated
areas of poverty in the country
lie in the South, which is largely
rural. Rural poverty in the
United States is more pervasive than urban property, with
almost all of the persistent poverty counties being rural. Not
surprisingly, women in rural
areas fare worse than their urban counterparts, with higher
unemployment rates and lower
educational opportunities.
Disproportionately low pay
scales contribute heavily to
poverty rates experienced by
women. Even after employment is secured, white women
on average earn 77 cents for
every $1 that a white man in

the same position earns, and
women of color earn even less:
62 cents for African-American
women and 54 cents for Hispanic women.
In addition to the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act (signed
into law January 2009), the
Paycheck Fairness Act recently
introduced in Congress would
require disclosure about how
much employees are paid. The
passage of this act would be
a crucial victory for female
workers fighting for equal
compensation.
One contributing factor to increased poverty among women
is the lack of availability and
high cost of decent child care.
Women continue to carry the
burden of providing or finding alternatives for child care,
options which are increasingly scarce and exhibit rising
costs. Child care costs are the
single most important factor
that pushes single mothers into
poverty. Single mothers in the
United States work more hours
and have higher poverty rates
than single mothers in other
high-income countries.
Lack of transportation also
disproportionately affects rural
communities. Job opportunities may be available in nearby
urban or semi-urban areas, but
transportation to these opportunities may not exist for rural
workers.We need comprehensive transportation reform
that extends public options
into more communities and increases access to employment.
Too often in our culture,
poverty is presented as the result of personal failure rather
than a series of systemic flaws.
These statistics highlight the
various contributing factors to
our leading poverty rates in the
United States. By addressing
these issues, women can gain
momentum by growing economic power.
On this International Women’s Day, let’s pressure our
government to attack poverty
that disproportionately affects
rural women and to promote
policies that bring justice for all.

MCT CAMPUS

Column

Increase in Amtrak passengers
signals strong rail future
FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM
(MCT)
Amtrak, the nation’s federally supported passenger
rail service, has long been a
whipping boy on Capitol Hill
— often accused of being a
“bloated bureaucracy” with little ridership, poor service and
wasteful spending.
Although American passenger rail still faces political
and financial challenges, it is
“on the track to success,” said
a study released Friday by the
Washington-based Brookings
Institution.
The Brookings report, “A
New Alignment: Strengthening
America’s Commitment to Passenger Rail,” said that Amtrak
ridership was up 55 percent
last year over 1997, and Dallas/Fort Worth/Arlington had

the second-highest percentage
increase in the country, a 483
percent rise in that 15-year
period.
Last year, Dallas-Fort Worth
had 201,996 Amtrak riders, compared with 34,661
in 1997, Brookings reported.
The Heartland Flyer, which
runs between Fort Worth and
Oklahoma City, accounted for
87,873 of those riders.
The Texas Eagle, a 1,300-mile
route from Chicago through
Fort Worth to San Antonio, had
337,973 passengers last year, a
256 percent increase from the
95,000 in 1997.
Of course, that amounted
to a small fraction of the 31
million total annual Amtrak
riders, which is an all-time
high and growing.
Most of the growth has
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been on short-distance corridors (routes shorter than 400
miles), and mainly in large
metro areas in the Northeast
and West.
Brookings attributed Amtrak’s improved performance
in part to its partnership with
15 states that have paid at
least a portion of the operating
expenses for 21 routes. Texas
and Oklahoma, for example,
each pay $8.7 million for the
Heartland Flyer.
The Obama administration’s
commitment to passenger rail
is likely to continue. The 2008
legislation that governs Amtrak is up for reauthorization
this year.
Among other recommendations, the study suggested
better collaboration on longdistance routes; a dedicated

federal funding source for
passenger rail, coupled with
more flexibility for states;
and improved state-private
partnerships that could add
privately financed routes beyond Amtrak.
Lawmakers as well as
stakeholders must weigh
what continues to make
sense. The Heartland Flyer
lost $43 per rider in 2012,
according to the report. But
for almost 88,000 riders, it
was a crucial transportation
option.
As the study recognizes,
passenger rail “is a vital
component of the country’s
national transportation network,” and the increases in
ridership demonstrate that it
has a continuing role in our
economic future.
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Students still finding a way to be active during cold temperatures.
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Students participate in Post Secret and write their secrets anonymously to be posted on a board inside of the Memorial Student Center on Thursday.

Tennis

Continued from Page 3
to Blacksburg, Va. to take in the Virginia Tech Hokies.
“We’ve been playing at home for
a while, but we played on the road a
lot earlier in the year,” Mercer said.
“Everyone pretty much knows the
routine.”
Timko said she is excited to leave

the friendly confines of the Huntington
Tennis Club and get back on the road.
“It’s always fun to pack up the van
and go on a road trip with six of your
really good friends,” Timko said.
Blacksburg is a familiar venue for the
Herd, with its last visit coming in Oct.
2012 for the ITA Atlantic Regionals.
“In my four years playing, this will
be the fourth time we’ve played on
those courts,” Timko who red-shirted

in 2009, said. “A lot of us played them
in the fall in doubles and singles, so we
pretty much know what to expect.”
“We played inside last time, but we’ll
probably play outside this weekend.
The weather is supposed to be nice,”
Mercer said.
The Herd and the Hokies will play at
noon Saturday.
Will Vance can be contacted at
vance162@marshall.edu.

Feb. 25. The run ultimately proved to be
the game-winning run for the Herd, which
defeated the host team, 4-3.
Hope’s tremendous streak continued
as the Herd hosted the Marshall University invitational last weekend in its 2013
home opener. In the Herd’s first game
against Robert Morris, Hope hit a grand
slam and connected for an RBI single,
which ended the game early due to the
mercy rule.
In game two, Hope secured the victory
over Robert Morris by a walk off hit at the
bottom of the seventh inning.
Hope said it felt great for winning the
hitter of the week award.

“It feels great, it’s a big accomplishment
and there is so much emotions running
inside me. I’m happy and excited,” Hope
said. “It gives me and my team a boost
for this weekend against Tulsa. Tulsa is
a ranked team this weekend, so I’m just
ready go out show them what I got.”
Hope scored six runs, hit two doubles, a
triple and two home runs within the sixgame span over the past two weekends.
Hope is the first Marshall softball
player to win this honor in the 2013
season, and it is her first time winning a
C-USA honor.
Malcolm Irving can be contacted at
irving2@marshall.edu.

immigration laws and curbing gun
violence but the talks have focused primarily on the impasse over trimming the
deficit and cutting spending as the president senses a window to negotiate a deal,
according to several people familiar with
the conversations.
Democrats have been pushing a solution that includes modest cuts in
spending, including changes to Social Security, Medicare and health care, and the
elimination of tax loopholes that benefit
certain industries or the wealthy. Many
Republicans are opposed to raising taxes,
but some moderates say they would consider additional revenues.
Last week, $85 billion in across-theboard spending cuts went into effect
after Democrats and Republicans failed
to agree if or how the reductions should
be averted. The House passed a bill
Wednesday that would allow the Pentagon flexibility in making cuts but leave
the reductions in place. Next up: the budget for federal agencies for the rest of the
fiscal year after the current budget expires on March 27.
"Simply continuing on our current
path, careening from crisis to crisis, is
untenable," said Sen. Mike Johanns, RNeb., who attended Wednesday's dinner.
Obama has never been one to lobby or
even socialize much with lawmakers. Instead, he had tried to pressure Congress
by rallying the public at campaign-style
events across the nation.
John Feehery, a Republican political
consultant and former congressional
aide, said Obama changed his strategy
because his campaigning on the spending

cuts garnered negative publicity and
failed to persuade Congress to side with
him.
"I think the big problem is he's tried
this public campaign and it didn't move
the needle," he said. "You've got to engage
the other side."
Critics and some supporters attribute
Obama's failure to achieve some of his
goals in his first term to his relationships
first with a Congress controlled by his
own party and later a divided one.
But Robert Borosage, president of
liberal Campaign for America's Future,
thinks Obama has been unfairly criticized
for failing to speak to lawmakers in the
past, though he did think the recent outreach could be helpful. "It's good to use
personal persuasion," he said.
Obama has at times tried to engage
lawmakers, most notably when he played
golf once with Boehner in 2011. But earlier efforts were short-lived.
White House spokesman Jay Carney insisted Thursday that Obama has
always engaged with lawmakers. He
acknowledged, however, that the president realized the implementation of the
spending cuts contributed to "changed
circumstances."
"We are not unrealistic in our expectations," Carney said. "We are not naive
about the fact that there are real disagreements between the two parties on
these issues. ... We are simply saying that
it is the right thing to do, and the American people expect their leaders to do it,
to engage and have a conversation about
these issues. ... But there are also likely to
be areas of agreement."

Bri Anna Hope awarded
C-USA Hitter of the Week
By MALCOLM IRVING

THE PARTHENON
Senior Bri Anna Hope won the Conference USA hitter of the week after an
outstanding show the past two weekends
against Drexel, UNC Greensboro, Buffalo
and Robert Morris.
Hope brought a spark to the Herd at the
Spartan classic two weekends ago in Greensboro, N.C. The Herd started the tournament
with a 6-1 blowout against Quinnipiac. The
Herd fell to UNC Greensboro, 7-2, the next
day. After that game, Hope went off at bat
and has yet to look back.
Hope hit a grand slam in the top of the
third inning against UNC Greensboro,

Obama changing course, talking to Congress
By ANITA KUMAR

(MCT)
President Barack Obama is doing something he rarely does: talking to Congress.
Obama has launched an unprecedented
outreach with Republicans and Democrats on Capitol Hill as he looks for a fiscal
compromise with a divided Congress that
could include an elusive deal to sharply
reduce the federal deficit.
He's made calls to senators of both
parties, some of them more than once.
He treated a dozen Republican senators
to dinner at a tony Washington hotel
Wednesday and lunched with House budget leaders Thursday at the White House.
Next week, he'll meet separately with Republican and Democratic caucuses in the
Senate and House of Representatives in
an infrequent visit to the Capitol. It will
be the first time he's met with Senate
Republicans on their turf in nearly three
years.
The talks mostly with rank-and-file
members who the White House calls the
"caucus of common sense" have yet to
produce any results. But lawmakers welcomed the conversations they say should
have happened years ago.
"We've gone 180," House Speaker John
Boehner, R-Ohio, said Thursday. "After
being in office now for four years, he's
actually going to sit down and talk to
members. ... It's a somewhat hopeful sign
that the president, now in his second
term, is beginning to understand that
you've got to have even the leaders have
to have support of the members."
Obama is speaking to lawmakers about
his policy goals including rewriting
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Comedy Central
Comedian Aziz Ansari to
Perform at Keith-Albee

By SARAH DYKE

THE PARTHENON
Upfront, Inc. and the
Marshall University Campus Activities Board will
welcome Comedy Central
comedian and Parks and Recreation star Aziz Ansari to
the Keith-Albee Performing
Arts Center in Huntington,
W.Va., Wednesday, April 3 at
7 p.m.
Tickets went on sale
Wednesday, and discounted
rates are available to Marshall students with their
student ID. Tickets can be
picked up at the box office,
Monday through Friday
from noon to 5 p.m.
Ansari currently stars in a
television series, is developing a number of films and
will soon debut his second
hour-long standup special.
“The Hollywood Reporter”
said he has become one of
the most prolific writers
and performers on the comedy scene in recent years.
“Rolling Stones” recently
placed him on the cover of
its special comedy issue labeling him the funniest man
under 30. In addition, “Paste

Magazine” has named him
one of the top 10 comedians
of the decade.
Ansari was also the host of
the 2010 MTV Movie Awards.
Ansari co-stars opposite Amy Poehler in the
Emmy nominated NBC series, “Parks and Recreation.”
The show is currently in its
fourth season.
Ansari’s portrayal of government employee Tom
Haverford has earned him
critical praise including
“Entertainment
Weekly”
naming him on of their
breakout TV stars.
People Magazine recently
named him 2011’s “Funniest
Dude in Prime Time.”
Ansari also works in film
and recently starred in the
action comedy, “30 Minutes or Less.”
Ansari recently wrapped
up a major, multi-city
standup tour called the
“Dangerously
Delicious
Tour,” and will soon release
footage from the tour as an
hour-long standup special.
Sarah Dyke can be contacted at dyke6@marshall.
edu.
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